
Building & Property Committee 
October 17, 2017 
Minutes 
 
The meeting began with a prayer followed by an introduction of members beginning with Bob 
Cavanaugh as the Chair.  Joe Benton has held many leadership positions for the city of Camden 
and now lends us his expertise.  John Uecker and Barbara Olejnik, both formerly from St. Joe’s 
Polish, are an interior designer and an architectural designer, respectively.  Victor Román and 
Vic Hackett were unable to attend.  Victor serves the parish by caring for our buildings and 
maintenance issues.  Vic Hackett, our new business manager, has considerable experience in 
the workplace with managing properties in his dual roles as an MBA and lawyer. 
 
The committee will meet bi-monthly or whenever necessary. 
 
With the mergers these last ten years, we are in possession of a lot of property from four 
parishes.  Before the recent merger process commenced, a detailed studied was done of all the 
properties highlighting issues present and those in the near future (Pennoni Report).  The 
Building and Property Committee will study these and try to put together a Master Plan as it 
continues to address ongoing and unforeseen issues. 
 
We highlighted completed tasks within the last year:  replacement of all the lights to LED in 
Cathedral, a new boiler bought & installed for rectory, painting Cathedral (first stage 
completed), pointing project completed on wall facing parking lot, installation of new signs on 
Market St.  (one for Cathedral with Mass times, one for Parish House), and two stained-glass 
windows refinished (one left to do). 
 
We are blessed to have a part time worker for 15 hours per week who will give attention to the 
parish house, the cathedral and the immediate environs with respect to trash. 
 
Each church in the city was inspected by the fire department.  We have completed mandated 
items that we could afford including the installation of smoke and carbon monoxide alarms 
where needed in the parish house, installed lighted exit signs in the cathedral and will soon add 
additional fire extinguishers in cathedral.  At the St. Joseph Polish site, we are in the process of 
installing two fire suppression hoods above two stoves in the hall and have completed other 
tasks noted.  We have legal counsel for some unaddressed items such as a fire suppression 
system in rectory basement and underneath cathedral, as well as a ruling on the parish house 
as a home or office.  The latter would mandate an additional fire suppression hood over our 
stove.  There is a question as to whether a fire suppression system will have to be installed at 
St. Joseph Church.   
 
Some proximate tasks ahead:  address the outside lights on cathedral (many are not working), 
Installation of fire extinguishers in cathedral and fix basement repairs due to broken pipes in 
kitchen last year. 
 



Remote Concerns: study the four books from the Pennoni report and form a master plan to 
address issues of concern, so as to be proactive and good stewards of properties from four 
parishes. 
 
As this was the first time this committee has met (we’ve never had a Building & Property 
Committee), there was no “New Business.” 
 
Our next meeting will be Wednesday, December 13 at 7 PM in the Parish House. 
 
Our meeting closed with a prayer. 


