
 
Mass ScheduleñHorario de Misas  

 
 SundayñDomingo  

8:30 amñEnglishñCathedral 
10:15amñPolish/English - St. Joseph Polish  

12pmñEspañolñCatedral 
 

WeekdaysñDurante la Semana 
12: 05pm Monday to FridayñCathedral  

12:05pm Lunes a ViernesñCatedral 
 8:30am FridaysñSt. Joseph Polish Chapel  

 
Holy Days ñDías de Precepto 
12:05pmð Bilingualð Cathedral 

7pmñEspañolñCatedral 
4:30pm Vigil MassñSt. Joseph Polish  

 
Eucharistic Adoration - Adoración Eucarística  

7pmñFirst Friday of the Month- Cathedral 
7pmñPrimer Viernes de MesñCatedral  

 
ConfessionsñConfesiones  

11:45am Wednesday & Thursday 
5:30pm Fridays 

 or call the rectory for an appointment 
 

11:45am Miércoles & Jueves  
5:30pm los Viernes 

O llame a la rectoría para una cita 
 

MISSION STATEMENT    
    

Encountering Christ in word, sacrament, and 
each other, we serve to create hope and peace for 

our community and world.  

NUESTRA MISIÓN  
 

Encontrando a Cristo en palabra, sacramento, y 
en unos con otros, servimos para crear esperanza 

y paz en nuestra comunidad y el mundo.  

642 Market Street, Camden, NJ 08102 ˓ 856-964-1580 ˓ www.camdencathedral.com  ˓ CamdenCathedral642@gmail.com 

The Parish of the Cathedral the Immaculate Conception  
 La Parroquia de la Catedral de la Inmaculada Concepción 

And St. Josephõs Polish Apostolate 
 

Most Reverend Bishop Joseph Andrew Williams  
Diocese of Camden - Diócesis de Camden 

 
Rev. David Rivera  

Cathedral Parish Rector 

22nd  Sunday in Ordinary Time ñ August 30, 2026 
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642 Market Street, Camden, NJ  08102 ˓ 856-964-1580 ˓ camdencathedral.com  ˓ CamdenCathedral642@gmail.com 

 ˓ 642 Market Street, Camden, NJ  08102 ˓ 856-964-1580 ˓ 856-963-1621 (fax) ˓  
Parish Office Hours: Monday ð Friday 8:30am a 4:30pmñWebsite: camdencathedral.com 

THE OFFICE IS CLOSED DAILY  12PM -1PM AND CLOSED ON FEDERAL HOLIDAYS / HOLY DAYS  

Parish Directory  

 

Rector: Rev. David Rivera, EXT. 100    Email: david.rivera@camdendiocese.org  

Permanent Deacon: Dcn. José René Zayas   Email:  joserene.zayas@yahoo.com 

Religious Education Director : Sr. Linda Taber, IHM, EXT. 102 Email: ltaberihm1@gmail.com 

Religious Education Secretary: Camila Gonzales, EXT. 103 Email: camdencathedral.faithformation@gmail.com  

Parish Business Manager: Aga Maj,  EXT. 104   Email: camdencathedral642@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary: Mariannie Zayas, EXT. 105   Email: camdencathedral642@gmail.com  

Rutgers Campus Ministry: Chris Lim, faculty advisor   Email: chris.z.lim@protonmail.com   

Welcome! We invite you to register with us . 

Parish Registration helps us to  
serve you better, especially: 

 
ã If you or your children need sacraments.  
ã If you need a letter from the Parish. 
ã To receive envelopes for the Weekly Collection.  
ã To contact you.   
ã To know you better! 

  
Registration forms are available  

at the entrance table of the church or visit our website:  
 

www.camdencathedral.com 

Cathedral Prayer Groups  
New Members always welcome! 

 
John XXIII Parish Retreat Movement: John XXIII        
retreatants meet in Cathedral Hall 6:30pm Mondays for      
formation and Tuesdays 7pm for weekly prayer meetings. If 
you would like to make the John XXIII retreat, speak with: 
 
Parish President: Silverio Tenezaca 609-356-4866  
Diocesan President: Julio Diaz: 856-952-3026 (bilingual) 
 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal: Meetings in the parish 
hall every Friday at 7pm. First Friday of the month, the group 
gathers in the church for Exposition to the Blessed Sacrament 
and confessions.  
 
Coordinator: Daniel Diaz 856-842-6438 (bilingual) 
  
Our Lady of Fatima/Mt.Carmel & Holy Name Societies: 
Meets every third Sunday of the month Cathedral Hall 10am.  
 
President: Evelyn Rodríguez 856-450-9480 (bilingual)  

Baptism: For children 7 years of age or younger, parents and 
godparents (sponsors) must take a baptismal class. The child's 
birth certificate and a letter of eligibility from the current           
parish of the parents and godparents, if they are not attending 
the Cathedral, are required. According to the precepts of the 
church, all godparents must be 16 years of age or older,         
practicing the faith, and have completed all of their sacraments. 
It is possible to have only one sponsor. Baptism may be          
received at any age. For unbaptized  adults, formation is               
available through the OCIA Program. 856-964-1580 EXT. 103 
 
Religious Education: Our Religious Education program  
prepares youth (ages 7-15) to receive Baptism, First                     
Communion (children 6 and older), and Confirmation 
(children 10 and older).  Please contact the religious education 
program at 856-964-1580 EXT. 103. For baptism, registration 
is open all year round. Call us and we will assist you. 
 
OCIA: Our OCIA program (Order of Christian Initiation for 
Adults) prepares youth (age 16 and older) and adults to receive       
baptism, first communion and confirmation. New registrations 
are taken throughout the year in our religious education office.    
  
Annulment and Marriage: The necessary preparation            
requires that an appointment be made with one of the priests or  
deacon. For more information about an annulments, you may 
also call the Diocese Tribunal Office: 856-583-6162. 
 
Anointing of the Sick: For extreme unction in the case of 
some who is near death, call day or night at 856-964-
1580 and press 2. Call us to schedule an appointment to      
receive the  sacrament before surgery or in case of serious  
mental or physical illness. For communion visits for sick or 
elderly parishioners who are unable to attend Mass, call us.  
 
Quinceañeras or Sweet 16: The young lady should have          
completed or be in preparation to complete her sacraments. If 
not, Father can offer a blessing for her and we invite her to 
enroll in our religious education program.  
 
Funerals: In order to plan as best as possible, we ask that the 
funeral home or the family member in charge of                     
arrangements call us. 
 
Vocations: If God is calling you to the priesthood, please              
contact the Camden Diocese office of vocations at 856-583-
2864. Visit  camdenpriest.org for more information.  

http://www.camdencathedral.com
mailto:david.rivera@camdendiocese.org
mailto:joserene.zayas@yahoo.com
mailto:ltaberihm1@gmail.com
mailto:camdencathedral.faithformation@gmail.com
mailto:camdencathedral642@gmail.com
mailto:camdencathedral642@gmail.com
mailto:chris.z.lim@protonmail.com
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From Rev.  
Stephen Robbins 

 
So many people have 
asked me how I am             
doing in the last few 
weeks since my            
transfer to Holy Spirit 
in Mullica Hill has 

been announced, and the same word keeps coming to 
my mind: dizzy. All of these changes have come 
about so quickly, that it is difficult to sift through the 
mixed feelings of gratitude, sadness, and excitement. 
Change is hard for all of us, both priests and faithful 
alike. Even though I have always known that this 
day would come eventually, and that our priestly 
promise of respect and obedience to the  bishop      
requires us to go where he needs us, I am also a man 
who is human, so this is hard. I have come to love 
this parish and all of you very much! 
 
A quote from the English saint John Henry Newman 
keeps coming to my mind in this time of transition: 
òTo live is to change, and to be perfect is to have changed 
often.ó In other words, our entire lives on this side of 
heaven will be filled with changes. We all have 
choices to make in these critical moments- we either 
say yes to what God is asking of us in our new         
circumstances, or we fight against reality, resisting 
the changes and in so doing, create obstacles to His 
grace working in us. While these changes are never 
easy, they are the pathway to holiness!  
 
The Lord is always inviting us out of ourselves, 
when we sometimes would not be willing or able to 
do it on our own. Although there is a lot of heartache 
with this move, I trust that God, in his great mercy, 
is using this both for my good and the good of our 
whole parish. Our patroness and mother Mary              
Immaculate shows us that when we say yes to God, 
He always makes amazing things happen! 
 
To all of you, beloved parish family of the Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception, all I have to say is 
THANK YOU! Thank you for your faith, love,             
support, and prayers over these four amazing years. 
Priests often say that their first assignment as a 
priest always holds a special place in their hearts, and 
I know this will be the case for me with the                
Cathedral Parish! I am particularly grateful for how 
you all rallied around me in a time of crisis in these 
last months. You showed me what it means to be a 
priest and a father, when I was asked to carry a              
burden far too heavy to be borne alone. I also               
especially thank our parish staff, Fr. Adam, Br.       
Mickey, Fr. Mike, and Fr. David, whose friendship 
and guidance have been such a gift! 
 
Know that I love you all very much, and will                    
continue to lift you up to the Lord in prayer. Please 
continue to pray for me as well! 
 

In Christ, Fr. Stephen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Stephen Robbins 

Important Announcement 
Please read and share the information 

 
Change in Sunday Mass Times 

 
Since Father David Rivera will be celebrating all 

three Sunday Masses at our parish,                                  
there will be a change in the Mass schedule: 

 
The 8:30am Mass in English at the Cathedral 

remains unchanged. 
 
The 10am mass at St. Joseph Polish Church 

will move to  10:15am. 
 
The 11:30am Mass in Spanish at the Catedral 

will move to  12pm. 
 

These changes will go into effect next  
Sunday September 6, 2026  

 
The schedule for religious education remains 
unchanged and will continue at its usual time of 
9:30am to 11:15 am in the Cathedral Hall. 

 
The changes to the Mass schedule gives the priest 
the time he needs to offer the opportunity for                
confession 15 minutes before Mass and                                
to greet parishioners after Mass. 

RELIGOUS EDUCATION ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
Catechism classes begin on Sunday, September 
13th. Children should arrive at the church at 9:30 
a.m. with their parents or guardians. Parents should 
remain in the church for the first 10 minutes for the 
opening prayer and brief announcements. Children 
can be picked up in the parish hall at 11:10 a.m. 

Catechetical  
Sunday 

 
Sunday September 20  
is Catechetical  
Sunday. 

 
All catechists will 
attend the 8:30am 
Mass and receive a 
special blessing as we 
begin the new year of 
faith formation. 
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Weekly Sanctuary  Lamp Intention:  
 

Cathedral: Living & Deceased Cathedral parishioners  
St. Joseph: Living & Deceased St. Joseph parishioners 

 

Sick Listð Lista de Enfermos  
 
Nelson Alvarado,  Aristeo Alvarez, Michel              
Alvarez Reyes,  Donna Marie Appafucio, Leigh 
Anne Aurelio, Linda Bak, Joseph Bangle,              

Faustino Bienvenido Bautista, Uriel Bautista Damian,  Peter 
Bec, Karyn Bermudez, Sara Bocanegra, Judy Bockius, Rosa 
Bordon, Andy Branco, Theresa Brecht, Laura Caba, Mary Lou 
Cann, Alexandra & Evelina Capellan, Jose Capellan,  George 
Camerlengo Martha Catel, Dale Christensen, Sean Clason, 
Juan Colon, Nelly Cruz,  Emmanuel Del Valle,  Joseph            
DeNardo, Joseph & Priscilla DiAngelo, Rosalba de los Santos 
Capellan,  Miguel Angel  Falcon, Manuel Diaz, Jillian DiBlasi,  
Michelle Glemser, Barry Gruber, George Hamburger,                   
Trinidad Hernandez, Frank & Rose Marie Hodnicki , Camille 
Huddell, Richard Jaskiewicz, Candace  Jefferson Walker, 
Marge Kasparzak, Rose Mary Kaufman, Matthew Kirlin,       
Andrew Lee,  Susan Levi, Robert Luckiewicz, Carlos Lopez, 
Luis A. Lopez, Valentino Lopez, Bob Lott, Jeffrey Luliucci, 
Ethan Mabry, Patrick Maull, Bob Martel, Yvonne Martinez -
Vega, Amber McIntyre , Gabriel & Zulma Molina ,  Ramona 
Pacheco, Liam OõNeill, Theresa Patryk, Francisco & Estebania 
Perez, Naomi  Ramos, Daisy Rivera, Vikki Robbins, Aida    
Rodriguez, Delia Rodriguez,  Joseph Rush, Ron Sadowski, 
Jose Santiago Capellan,  Michael  Shannon., Eugene 
Sochanchak, Margaret Sochanchak, Esmeralda Soler, Carl 
Stech, Henry & Barbara Szwak, Dennis Taggart, Betty Ann 
Tierney, Jose E. Torres Sr, Patricia Ann Tryka, Eric Troutman, 
Bill Valanno, Jamie Valentino, Jason Valentino, Donna Van 
Sciver, Jose Vazquez, Lucas  Norberto Villata, Bibi Verticelli, 
Margaret Wachter, Vincent Wall, Colleen Walsh, Jeannine 
Walsh, Theresa Weatherby, Sherri Worth,  Karri & Rose 
Yeager, Gail Zachary, Vincent an &  Denice Zappia  

 
~May the Lord grant healing & peace.~  

Please let us know when your loved one has recovered. 
Déjenos saber cuando su ser querido se ha recuperado. 

Popeôs Prayer Intention for September 
For the care of water  

 
Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a 
vital resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.  
  

Deadline: Bulletin announcements & Mass intentions for the                
September 6th bulletin are due Tuesday September 1st. Mass              
intentions may  be scheduled for a special intention or for someone 
living or deceased.  The suggested donation is $15.  
Sanctuary Lamp intentions are also available. The suggested donation 
is $20. Call the parish office at 856-964-1580 EXT 105 or email                                                    
camdencathedral642@gmail to schedule.  

Intenci·n de Oraci·n del Papa para Septiembre 
Para el cuidado del agua  

 
Oremos por una gesti·n justa y sostenible del agua, un recurso 
vital, para que todos puedan tener igual acceso a ella.  

Mass Intentions  
August 30, 2026 

The 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

8:30 a.m. The Eternal Repose of Sr. Claire Sullivan 
DR  
       
STJ 10:00 a.m.  The Eternal Repose of: 
DR   James Klincewicz & Bridget Palon 
  R/B Joyce Valetine 
  Casmier Miklewski 
  R/B The Miklewski Family 
  Helen & Adolph Lubas  
  R/B The Family  
  Annette Canal  
  R/B Mr. & Mrs. Bangle 
   
11:30 a.m. El Descanso Eterno de 
DR  Maria Luisa Diaz 
  P/D Digna Quiles 
  Jose y Claribel Diaz 
  P/D Felicia Diaz  
  Rosalia Perez 
  P/D Rosalia Perez  
  Jos® E. Torres Jr.  
  P/D Maria Socorro Torres 
  Joel Peralta 
  P/D Sixta Graciano 
  Ramon Galvan y  
  Dominica Mercedes Zarzuela de Galvan 
  P/D Rosangela Galvan y Familia  
  Modesta Pe¶a Paez 
  P/D Sus Nietos  
  Eladio Cortez 
  P/D Maria Rosa 
  Jose Manuel Monta¶o 
  P/D Alby Osorio 
  Las Intenciones de la Familia 
  Rodriguez Martinez 
  P/D Alby Osorio 
      
Monday August 31,  2026ðDR 
12:05 p.m. The Eternal Repose of Antonio Martinez 
  R/B Mariannie Zayas 
     
Tuesday September 1,  2026ðDR   
12:05 p.m. The Intentions of the Camden Diocese  
  Office of Development & SJCMA 
        
Wednesday September 2, 2026ðDR 
11:45 a.m.  Confessions in Spanish & English 
12:05 p.m. The Living Intentions of  
  Rev. Stephen Robbins  
  R/B Office of Development & SJCMA 
   
Thursday September 3, 2026ðMM 
11:45 a.m.  Confessions in English Only 
12:05 p.m. The  Renewal of the Priesthood  
  in the Diocese of Camden 
     
Friday  September 4, 2026 
STJ 8:30 a.m.    The Living & Deceased Members of  
  the Sacred Heart Society 
DR  R/B Joanna Bak   
12:05 p.m. People of the Parish 
DR   
5:30 p.m.  Confessions in English  & SpanishðDR 
 

All Masses at the Cathedral except where noted 
STJ  = St. Joseph at 1010 Liberty St. Camden 08104 

Fecha Limite: La fecha limite para enviar los anuncios y las                       
intenciones de misa para el 6 de septiembre es martes 1 de                          
septiembre.  Las intenciones de misa pueden dedicarse a una                  
intenci·n especial o a una persona viva o fallecida. La donaci·n         
sugerida es $15. Tambi®n se pueden solicitar intenciones de la Vela 
del Santuario. La donaci·n sugerida es $20. Llame a la oficina               
parroquial al 856-964-1580 EXT 105 o env²e un correo electr·nico a 
camdencathedral642@gmail para programarlas. 

Mass Celebrants of the Week 
(Subject to last minute changes as needed) 

 

DR: Fr. David Rivera  MM: Fr. Michael McCue 
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June 2026   July 2026 
 
Collection   Collection  
7: $3,770   5: $2,563 
14: $2,902   12: $3,053 
21: $2, 910   19: $3,311 
28: $6, 696   26: $3,398 
Online: $2,679   Online: $2,594 
 
Special 2nd Collection:  Special 2nd Collection: 
Peterôs Pence: $638  Church in Africa: $715 
 
June & July Totals for Ongoing Ministries 
Pantry: $400  Organ Fund: $200 
Livestreaming: $250 STJ Restoration Fund: $80 

        Weekly Offertory 
SCAN THE QR CODE or visit                     
camdencathedral.com 

Mass Intentions: Mass intention can be scheduled with 
the parish secretary in person at the parish office            
Monday through Friday 8:30am to 
12pm, 1pm to 4:30pm, by phone 856-
964-1580, at camdencathedral.com, or 
camdencathedral642@gmail.com. Limit 
of 1 intention during the week and the 
8:30am Sunday & Friday Liturgies.  

Cathedral Organizations & Ministries  
New volunteers always welcome! 

 
Parish Council:ñ 1st Tuesday of the Month 6:30PM   
Members: Denise Diaz, Sr. Linda Taber, Henry                      
Szychulski, Jim Bezilla, Olga Ortiz, Andrew Ennis, Laura Caba, 
& Wanda Garcia.  
 
Finance CouncilñMeet s every other month 6:30PM  
Members:  Theresa Purzycki, Jim Bezilla Agnieszka Maj,          
Michael Matulewicz, Nelly Ortiz, Evelyn Rodriguez, &              
Carmen Quiles  
 
Santo Niño : The Filipino Community of the Cathedral           
President: Tina Aquino: 856-375-7037 
 
Cathedral Cook In -  PB & J Sandwich preparation for            
Joseph House  Shelter every Tuesday 9am at Cathedral Hall.           
Every 3rd Tuesday, a pasta meal is prepared in conjunction to 
making sandwiches. Contact Joanna Bak: jmbak@comcast.net 
 
Cathedral Cleaning: Meets monthly Saturdays 9am.  
Coordinator: Adrian Melendez: 856ð 254-5960 
 
Music        8:30am- Denise Diaz: ddiaz1978@icloud.com 
Ministry:    11:30am- Nelly Ortiz: nellyortiz9701@gmail.com 
 
Lectors & Eucharistic Ministers:  
               8:30am: Elva Vazquez: 856-426-1855 
  11:30am: Miledys Caba: 856-236-9162 
 
Hospitality: 11:30am: Wanda Garcia: 609-705-7471 
 
Ushers: 11:30am Evelyn Rodriguez: 856-263-0096 
 
Altar Servers:  Fr. Stephen Robbins: 856-964-1580 Ext. 101 

 
 

 

 

Your support of the South Jersey Catholic Ministries Appeal 
ensures the vitality of essential Diocesan ministries and                

programs that sustain the 
healing, teaching and redemptive Presence of 
Jesus Christ throughout Southern New Jersey 

 
Support the South Jersey  
Catholic Ministries Appeal 

 
2026 Pledged Update: $24,750 

Visit: Visit: www.camdendiocese.org/sjcma 

STAY INFORMED OF PARISH EVENTS & NEWS  
 
Receive Parish Text & E-Mail updates:  
www.camdencathedral.flocknote.com 
Or Text ñCICò to 84576 or call the rectory  
 
Sunday & Holy Day Mass Livestream: 
www.youtube.com/@CamdenCathedral 
 
Parish Facebook Pages: 
www.facebook.com/CICCamden 
www.facebook.com/ St-Josephs-Polish-Roman-
Catholic-Church 
 
Parish Websites:  
www.camdencathedral.com 
www.stjosephscamdennj.com 

Cathedral Pantry 
 

Donations made to the Cathedral Pantry 
will go towards purchasing needed items 
to make PB & J Sandwiches and Pasta 
Meals for Joseph House Shelter. 

Organ Repair Fund 
 

Donations will help offset the cost of             
ongoing repairs and improvements to 
the Historic Organ at the Cathedral  of 
the  Immaculate Conception Church. 

Livestreaming Camera Fund 
 

Donations will help offset the cost of 
the camera, microphones, and other 
equipment necessary for livestreaming 
the Mass to our homebound                        
parishioners. 
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Registration Forms at the 
Church Entrance or 
Register & Pay online 
Scan QR code! 
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To celebrate and share our Polish Catholic heritage  

in the Diocese of Camden  
 

1010 Liberty  Street - Camden, NJ  08104 
Phone:  856-964-1580 (EXT 101 for Polish)  

 
Email:   camdencathedral642@gmail.com 

Live Broadcast & Website: stjosephscamdennj.com 
Tours of the Church: sjhistorysociety@gmail.com  

 
Apostolate Organizations  
 

Polish Apostolate: Michael Matulewicz, Facilitator  
Sacred Heart Society:  Susan Carr, President 
History Society:  Henry Szychulski, President  
Rosary Society: Leonor Maldonado, President  
St. Lucia Choir: Andrew Ennis, Organist  
Lectors: Pat Kwokañpkwoka@comcast.net  
Cleaning Committee: Michael Matulewicz                                                  

  
St. Josephõs Cemetery 
 240 Lower Landing Rd. 
 Chews Landing, NJ 08012 
 856-228-3104 (fax) 
 856-228-7588 (phone)  
 Elizabeth Gegala: Office Manager 
 
St. Josephõs Chapel Mausoleum 
 1701 Black Horse Pike 
 Chews Landing, NJ 08012    
 856-228-3131    
 Karl Rose, Sales Coordinator 
 

Join the Polish American Citizens 
 Club of Camden County 

Information available at:  
https://pacc1914.org 

On the digital version of the bulletin, you are able  
to click on the links & email addresses  

Scan the QR code to donate to the              
St. Joseph Restoration Fund. Donations 
made will go towards the ongoing needs 

of the Polish Apostolate and                      
maintenance of St. Joseph Church. 

Scan the QR Code for the 
"Pierogi to Prayer" YouTube 
Channel,   the official                  
podcast of the St. Joseph's 
Polish Apostolate of the           
Camden Diocese  

hosted by Michael Matulewicz  
youtube.com/@PierogitoPrayer/podcasts 

The Rosary Society will have a mandatory            
meeting on Sunday September 13th after the             
10am Mass at St. Joseph. Please contact  

Lori Maldonado-Moton: 
leonormoton@yahoo.com 

Apostolate Meeting 
 

The next Apostolate meeting will take place on 
 Sunday September 20th after the 10am Mass.  

 
Join us! Stay informed and  participate  
in the planning of future events. 

mailto:camdencathedral642@gmail.com
mailto:https://stjosephscamdennj.com/
mailto:sjhistorysociety@gmail.com
mailto:pkwoka@comcast.net
https://pacc1914.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@PierogitoPrayer/podcasts
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Nomination forms are now available for the 2026 Monsignor Strenski Awards 

Deadline for submissions is Sunday September 20, 2026 
Please obtain forms from the entrance table at St. Joseph's Church  or online at 

 www.camdencathedral.com/st-joseph-polish-apostolate.html 

Save the Date 
 

Parish Multicultural Festival 
Saturday October 17, 2027 

https://www.camdencathedral.com/st-joseph-polish-apostolate.html
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Del P. Stephen Robbins 
 

Mucha gente me ha            
preguntado cómo estoy en 
estas últimas semanas,      
desde que se anunció mi 
traslado a Holy Spirit, en 
Mullica Hill, y siempre me 
viene a la mente la misma 
palabra: mareado. Todos  
estos cambios se han                 

producido tan rápidamente que me resulta difícil asimilar 
esta mezcla de sentimientos de  gratitud, tristeza y             
emoción. El cambio es difícil para todos nosotros, tanto 
para los sacerdotes como para los fieles. Aunque siempre 
he sabido que este día llegaría  tarde o temprano, y que 
nuestra promesa sacerdotal de respeto y obediencia al 
Obispo nos obliga a ir donde él nos necesite, también soy 
un ser humano, por lo que esto me resulta duro. ¡He              
llegado a querer mucho a esta parroquia y a todos ustedes! 
 
En este momento de transición, no deja de venirme a la 
mente una cita del santo inglés John Henry Newman: 
«Vivir es cambiar, y ser perfecto es haber cambiado a  menudo». 
En otras palabras, toda nuestra vida en este mundo estará 
llena de cambios. Todos tenemos que tomar decisiones en 
estos momentos críticos: o bien decimos «sí» a lo que 
Dios nos pide en nuestras nuevas circunstancias, o bien 
luchamos contra la realidad, resistiéndonos a los cambios 
y, al hacerlo, creamos obstáculos a la acción de Su gracia 
en nosotros. Aunque estos cambios nunca son fáciles, ¡son 
el camino hacia la santidad! 
 
El Señor siempre nos invita a salir de nosotros mismos, 
cuando a veces no estaríamos dispuestos o no seríamos 
capaces de hacerlo por nuestra cuenta. Aunque este           
cambio me causa mucho dolor, confío en que Dios, en su 
gran misericordia, lo está utilizando tanto para mi bien 
como para el bien de toda nuestra parroquia. Nuestra    
patrona y madre María Inmaculada nos muestra que, 
cuando le decimos «sí» a Dios, ¡Él siempre hace que         
sucedan cosas maravillosas! 
 
A todos ustedes, querida familia parroquial de la                
Catedral de la Inmaculada Concepción, lo único que tengo 
que deciros es ¡GRACIAS! Gracias por su fe, amor, apoyo 
y oraciones a lo largo de estos cuatro años maravillosos. 
Los sacerdotes suelen decir que su primer destino como 
sacerdotes siempre ocupa un lugar especial en sus              
corazones, ¡y sé que este será mi caso con la parroquia de 
la Catedral! Estoy especialmente agradecido por cómo 
todos ustedes me han apoyado en un momento de crisis 
durante estos últimos meses. Me han mostrado lo que 
significa ser sacerdote y padre, cuando se me pidió que 
cargara con una carga demasiado pesada para soportarla 
solo. También quiero dar las gracias especialmente al  
personal de nuestra parroquia: el P. Adam, el Hno.          
Mickey, el P. Mike y el P. David, cuya amistad y                
orientación han sido un verdadero regalo. Sepan que los 
quiero mucho a todos y que seguiré elevándolos al Señor 
en mis oraciones. ¡Por favor, sigan rezando también por 
mí!  - En Cristo, P. Stephen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Stephen Robbins 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER  
OF HOLY COMMUNION TRAINING 

 
Date: Saturday August 29, 2026 Cost: $50 Time: 8:30am-
12:30pm Location: Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, Parish Hall 

724 Maple Avenue Linwood, NJ 08221  
 

LECTOR TRAINING 
 

Date: Tuesday September 15, 2026; Zoom, 6:30-8:30pm           
and In-Person: Tuesday September 22, 2026, 6:30-8:30pm  

Saint Mary Parish 2001 Springdale Road  
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 (Must attend both sessions) 

 
  All participants must register in advance. 

Please contact Elva Vazquez elvaholyname@yahoo.com  
 or Pat Kwoka pkwoka@comcast.net  


